2o4                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
from the sea there are three larger buildings. The central one, which is largest of all, is used as church and lecture-hall, and the smaller ones are occupied by monitors, of whom there are four, to look after the students, and see that they keep the laws. Each of the smaller houses accommodates three unmarried students; it is divided into three by screens made of reeds, and each little compartment contains a bed, chair, a table, a bench for books, and a window, and they look most comfortable little places. Fifty of the students are married, and for their use there is an outer row of Samoan houses, which consist of wooden posts to support a thatched roof, the sides being formed of a sort of Venetian blinds made of plaited coconut leaves, that may be let up and down at pleasure. One end of the house has a raised floor of wooden boards, which forms the bedroom, and the lower part is the sitting-room. Each married couple has a separate Samoan house.
There are at present in the institution 105 students, 50 wives, and 23 boy-boarders, who assist in the work, get a certain amount of education, and may or may not stay on as students. All the students have first been taught in the village schools; there the promising boys are picked out, and pass some time in the family of one of the missionaries, where they are further tested, and if they conduct themselves well, they go up for the entrance examination, and if they